Hypothyroidism due to destruction of the thyroid by Kaposi's sarcoma.
A case of hypothyroidism that manifested as depression and deteriorating functional status and that ultimately resulted in the death of a 41-year-old patient with AIDS is described. Postmortem examination revealed destruction of the thyroid gland by Kaposi's sarcoma. Analysis of stored serum samples revealed that the patient had become profoundly hypothyroid during his terminal illness. Practitioners are reminded of the need to exclude metabolic causes when treating encephalopathy in patients infected with human immunodeficiency virus.